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Workshop “Object Histories – Epistemologies, Materialities, and Public Histories” 
 

For the Zurich workshop, we have decided to focus on three areas that emerged from our discussion in Vienna last year. We believe that this multi-
perspective approach makes it possible to combine the various issues and questions that we are all working on. The three areas are: 

- History of disciplines and science, epistemology 
- The relationship between objects and practices (including questions regarding spaces and materialities) 
- Science communication, public history, transdisciplinarity 

 

Program 

Friday, 15 May 2026 

Location: Main building of the University of Zurich, Rämistrasse 71, 8006 Zürich; room: KO2-G-275 

9:00–9:30 Welcome and round of introductions  

9:30–10:15 Introduction Böhme 2014 

10:15–10:45 Coffee break  

10:45–11:45 Jonas Borer: “I’m sorry for calling you an inanimate object. I was upset.” The Material Turn and its Vicissitudes Böhme 2014 

11:45–14:00 Lunch (Dozentenfoyer ETH)  

14:00–16:00 Visit to the University of Zurich’s Moulagenmuseum (guided by Sabina Carraro)  

16:30–18:00 Follow-up discussion after museum visit Fend 2022 

19:00 Conference dinner  
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Saturday, 16 May 2026 

Location: University of Zurich, Institute of Education, Freiestrasse 36, 8032 Zürich; room: D20 

8:30–9:00 Coffee break  

9:00–10:00 Caroline Tanner: Architecture as the Disclosure of Worlds. How the Built Environment Orders Life and 
Enables Experience 

Latour and Yaneva 
2008 

10:00–11:00 Sophie Stieger: Denominations and Disciplines? Religious Controversy, Confessional Politics and the Early 
History of Psychology 

Kors 1990 

11:00–11:30 Coffee break  

11:30–12:30 Synne Myrebøe: Historiography and Academic Culture Bottici 2011 

12:30–13:00 Concluding discussion  

13:00 Optional afternoon program and dinner  
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